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stored in the memory, the same type ofkoftware program being software to be used by the 
another peripheral device for executing prescribed operations; 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that 
the another peripheral device stores the same type of software program in a rewritable 
manner, judges which of the same type o; * software program stored in the another peripheral 
device and the software program stored ill the memory is older; and 

a first rewrite unit that, when the new/old judgement unit judges that the 
same type of software program stored in Ihe another peripheral device is older than the 
software stored in the memory, rewrites t le same type of software program stored in the 
another peripheral device into the software program stored in the memory. 

device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the memory 
e manner, and further comprising a second rewrite 



2. (Amended) Aperiphera 

stores the software program in a rewritab 



unit that when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of software program 
stored in the another peripheral device is hewer than the software stored in the memory, 
rewrites the software program stored in the memory into the same type of software program 
stored in the another peripheral device. 

device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the type 
other peripheral devices connected to the network; 



3 . (Amended) A peripheral 

judgement unit performs judgement for al 



and the old/new judgement unit performs judgement on the all other devices that are judged 
to store the same type of software program :>y the type judgement unit. 

4. (Amended) A peripheral c evice connected to a network comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over the 
network to and from another peripheral device connected to the network; 
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a memory that stores a siftware program in a rewritable manner, the 
software program being software used by the peripheral device for executing prescribed 
operations; 

a type judgement unit th it judges whether the another peripheral device 
stores a same type of software program as the software program stored in the memory; 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges that 
the another peripheral device stores the/same type of software program, judges which of the 
same type of software program stored In the another peripheral device and the software 
program stored in the memory is newer; and 

a rewrite unit that, When the old/new judgement unit judges that the same 
type of software program stored in ttte another device is newer than the software stored in the 
memory, rewrites the software program stored in the memory into the same type of software 
program stored in the another devic 

5. (Amended) A peripheral device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the type 
judgement unit performs judgement for all other devices connected to the network; and the 
old/new judgement unit performs Judgement on all other devices that are judged to store the 
same type software program by tlje type judgement unit. 

6. (Amended) A njbtwork system comprising: 
a network; 

a peripheral device connected to the network; and 

another peripheral device connected to the network and having a memory 
that stores, in a rewritable manner, a software program to be used by the another peripheral 
device for executing prescribedjoperations, the peripheral device comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data 
over the network to and from tY e another peripheral device; 
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a memory that stored a software program to be used by the peripheral 
device for executing prescribed operations! 

a type judgement unit that judges whether the another peripheral 
device stores a same type of software projfgram as the software program stored in the memory 
of the peripheral device; 

an old/new judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges 
that the another peripheral device stores the same type of software program in a rewritable 
manner, judges which of the same type of software program stored in the another peripheral 
device and the software program stored in the memory of the peripheral device is older; and 

a first rewrite piit that, when the old/new judgement unit judges that 
the same type of software program stored in the another peripheral device is older than the 
software program stored in the memory of the peripheral device, rewrites the same type of 
software program stored in the another peripheral device into the software program stored in 
the memory of the peripheral device. 

7. (Amended) The network system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the memory 
stores the software program in a/rewritable manner, and further comprising a second rewrite 
unit that, when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same type of software program 
stored in the another peripheral/ device is newer than the software program stored in the 
memory of the peripheral devijbe, rewrites the software program stored in the memory of the 
peripheral device into the sanje type of software program stored in the another peripheral 
device. 

8. (Amended)/ The network system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the type 
judgement unit performs judgement for all other peripheral devices connected to the network; 
and the old/new judgement/ unit performs judgement on all other peripheral devices that are 
judged to store the same tvpe software program by the type judgement unit. 
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^ y> 9. (Amended) The network system acclaimed in claim 6, wherein at least one 

r f the peripheral device and the another peripheral device includes a rewrite prevention unit 
that prevents rewrite of the softwm^program stored in the memory of at least one of the 
peripheral device and the another peripheral device, and wherein the first rewrite unit or 
second rewrite unit dae^nc^ rewrite the software program that the rewrite prevention unit 
prevents the revyrfte of. 

(Amended) A network sys/em comprising: 
a network; 

a peripheral device connected to the network; and 

another peripheral deviae connected to the network and having a memory 
that stores, in a rewritable manner, a software program, the peripheral device comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data 
over the network to and from the anotxier device; 

a memory thay stores a software program in a rewritable manner; 
a type judgement unit that judges whether the another peripheral 
device stores the same type of soft/vare program as the software program stored in the 
memory of the peripheral device;) 

an old/ne^ judgement unit that, when the type judgement unit judges 
that the another peripheral devipe stores the same type of software program, judges which of 
the same type of software program stored in the another peripheral device and the software 
program stored in the memory of the peripheral device is newer; 

a first rewrite unit that, when the old/new judgement unit judges that 
the same type of software program stored in the memory of the another peripheral device is 
older than the software storied in the memory of the peripheral device, rewrites the same type 
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of software program stored in the memory of the aiiother peripheral device into the software 
program stored in the memory of the peripheral jfevice; and 
14^ a second rewrite unit thjft, when the old/new judgement unit judges that 

^ \ the same type of software program stored in /he memory of the another peripheral device is 
newer than the software stored in the memory of the peripheral device, rewrites the software 
program stored in the memory of the penpheral device into the same type of software 
program stored in the memory of the smother peripheral device. 




(Amended) A memory medium storing programs comprising: 
a first program of judging whether a peripheral device connected to a 
nefwork stores, in a rewritable manner, the same type pi software program as a software 
rogram stored in a reference memory accessible through the network; 

a second program of judging whfch of the same type of software program 
stored in the peripheral device and the software program stored in the reference memory is 

/ 

older when the peripheral device is judged to store the same type of software program in a 
rewritable manner; and 

a third program of rewriting the same type of software program stored in the 

/ 

peripheral device in the manner of the/software program stored in the reference memory 

/ 

when the same type of software program stored in the peripheral device is judged to be older 

/ 

than the software stored in the reference memory. 

13. (Amended) The memory medium as claimed in claim 12, further 
comprising a fourth program of rewriting the software program stored in the reference 
memory into the same type of software program stored in the peripheral device when the 
same type of software program stored in the peripheral device is judged to be newer than the 
software stored in the reference memory^ 

/ 



15. (Amended) A memory ihedium storing programs comprising: 
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Y 



a first program of judging whether a peripheral device connected to a 
network stores the same type of software program as a ^^ftware program stored in a reference 
memory; 

a second program of judging which of the same type of software program 
stored in the peripheral device and the software program stored in the reference memory is 
newer when the first program judges that tne peripheral device stores the same type of 
software program; and 

a third program of rewriting the software program stored in the reference 
memory into the same type of software program stored in the peripheral device when the 
second program judges that the same type of software program stored in the peripheral device 
is newer than the/software ^ored in the reference memory. 




Please add claim^ 17-19 as follows: 



—17. A printer connected to a network comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over the 
network to and from another printer connected to the network; 

a memory that stores a iprmware to be used by the printer for executing 
prescribed operations; 

a type judgement unit that judges whether the another printer stores, in a 
rewritable manner, a same type of firmware as the firmware stored in the memory; 

an old/new judgement unit that when the type judgement unit judges that the 
another printer stores the same type of firmware in a rewritable manner, judges which of the 
same type of firmware stored in thepnother printer and the firmware stored in the memory is 
older in version; and 

a first rewrite unit/ that when the new/old judgement unit judges that the 
same type of firmware stored in the another printer is older in version than the firmware 
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stored in the memory, rewrites the same type of firmware stored in the another printer to the 
firmware stored in the memory. -- 

— 18. A printer as claimed in claim 17] wherein the memory stores the firmware in 
a rewritable manner, and further comprising a second rewrite unit that when the old/new 
judgement unit judges that the same type of firmware stored in the another printer is newer in 
version than the first version, rewrites the firmware stored in the memory into the same type 
of firmware stored in the another printer. 

—19. A printer connected to a netWork comprising: 

a transmission unit that performs transmission and reception of data over the 
network to and from another printer connected to the network; 

a memory that stores a firmware in a rewritable manner, the firmware being 
firmware used by the printer for executing prescribed operations; 

a type judgement unit that judges whether the another printer stores a same 
type of firmware as the firmware stored in the memory; 

an old/new judgement Ainit that when the type judgement unit judges that the 
another printer stores the same type ot software program, judges which of the same type of 
firmware stored in the another prinpr and the firmware stored in the memory is newer in 
version; and 

a rewrite unit/that when the old/new judgement unit judges that the same 
type of firmware stored in the another printer is newer in version than the firmware stored in 
the memory, rewrites the/nrmware stored in the memory into the same type of firmware 

stored in the another pglnter.-- 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 1-10, 12, 13 and 15 have been 
amended and claims 17-19 have been added. No new matter have been added. 
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